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About the 2018 Global Attitudes Survey

2

27,612 interviews conducted from May 14 
to August 12, 2018 in 31 languages  

Face-to-face countries 

Telephone countries In each country, 
samples are 

representative of 
the adult (18+) 

population

• Canada • Sweden

• France • United Kingdom

• Germany • Japan

• Netherlands • South Korea

• Spain • Australia 

• Argentina • Russia

• Brazil • Indonesia  

• Mexico • Philippines 

• Greece • Israel

• Hungary • Tunisia  

• Italy • Kenya 

• Poland • Nigeria 

• South Africa 

Additional data from a telephone survey of 1,500 
U.S. adults conducted from May 14-June 15, 2018
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Half or more in many destination 
countries view immigrants as a strength 
Immigrants today make our country stronger because of 
their work and talents OR Immigrants today are a 
burden on our country because they take our jobs and 
social benefits 

 
Source: Spring 2018 Global Attitudes Survey. Q54a. 
“Around the World, More Say Immigrants Are a Strength Than a 
Burden” 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 
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Support of High Skilled Immigration
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Majorities in many countries think 
outmigration is a big problem

% who say people leaving their country for jobs in other countries is a very or moderately big problem

Source: Spring 2018 Global Attitudes Survey, Q.52.
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Foreign Students and Higher Education
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+ 100% 

+ 100% 

+ 150% 

+ 108% 

+ 108% 

+ 106% 

+ 33% 

+ 43% 
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Optional Practical Training (OPT)
Work Authorization for Foreign College Graduates
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The OPT program has grown rapidly during OPT expansion and foreign student 
surge

 

Optional Practical Training approvals rose 
substantially after 2008 program expansion 
Number of foreign student graduates approved to work in the United States 
under the OPT program, in thousands 

 

Note: Data based on calendar years. 
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement data 
received August, 2017, through a Freedom of Information Act request. 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 
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Majority of foreign student graduates 
under OPT are from Asia

 

Nearly three-quarters of the 1.5 million graduates on OPT came from Asia 
Number and % of OPT approvals in the United States from 2004-2016, by country of citizenship 
  

Note: Only top 10 countries shown. Figures are students with an associate degree or higher and are rounded to nearest hundred.  
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement data received August 2017 through a Freedom of 
Information Act request. 
“Number of Foreign College Students Staying and Working in U.S. After Graduation Surges” 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 
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STEM foreign graduates are the 
largest users of the OPT program

49%

400%

Non-STEM

STEM

 

Number of STEM 
graduates under OPT grew 
substantially after the 
2008 program expansion 
% increase between 2008 and 2016  

 

Note: Majors are grouped based on the most 
recent delineation of majors that fall under 
the science, technology, engineering, or 
mathematics (STEM) field outlined by the 
Department of Homeland Security. 
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
data received August, 2017, through a 
Freedom of Information Act request. 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 

 

Number of foreign students graduating American 
colleges and obtaining authorization to work in the 
U.S. grows, especially among those in STEM fields 
Number of OPT approvals from 2004-2016, in thousands 

 

Note: Figures are students with an associate degree or higher. STEM categories are based 
on fields outlined by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement data 
received August 2017 through a Freedom of Information Act request. 
“Number of Foreign College Students Staying and Working in U.S. After Graduation Surges” 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 
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Optional Practical Training approvals surpassed initial  
H-1B visa approvals in 2010, 2014, 2015 and 2016 
Number of OPT and H-1B visa approvals, in thousands 

 

 
Note: H-1B visa data are in U.S. federal fiscal years, which run from Oct. 1-Sept. 30. OPT 
data are in calendar years. H-1B data include both capped and uncapped approvals.  
H-1B visa applications require an equivalent to a U.S. bachelor’s degree or higher. See 
Appendix B for OPT educational requirements.  
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement data 
received August 2017 through a Freedom of Information Act request and publicly available 
H-1B visa data from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. 
“Number of Foreign College Students Staying and Working in U.S. After Graduation Surges” 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 
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The Future for Foreign Students in U.S.
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Main Pathway for Retention in US: 
Temporary Employment-Based Visa System
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H-1B visa applications have exceeded supply for the past 
five years

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services data.
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Since 2001, half of H-1B visas have been awarded to Indian nationals

Source: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services annual reports to Congress on H-1B petitions.
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One million immigrants receive 
lawful permanent resident status each year
U.S. Green Card system is majority family-based
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