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Panel Name:  Educational Preparation of Environmental Engineering Students for 
Professional Life 
 
The panel consists of four highly-placed environmental engineers representing the 
consulting and regulatory communities. They are all based in Texas, which has a large 
concentration of primary and secondary extractive industry, along with its attendant 
pollution control problems and opportunities. 
 
The panelists are all employers and will share their insights on the strong points and 
deficiencies of the education of new engineering graduates (all degree levels) entering the 
labor force.  They will make suggestions regarding improvement of curricula and 
teaching methods.  The intention is to provoke a lively debate. 
 
The panel will be organized by the President of the American Academy of Environmental 
Engineers (AAEE), an organization which is sponsored by ASEE and is responsible for 
the ABET Program Criteria for environmental engineering as well as the ABET Program 
Evaluators.  AAEE develops and implements specialty certification programs for 
environmental engineers. Per the 2011 Annual decision, AAEE will also offer specialty 
certifications for environmental scientists and be appropriately renamed. 
 
Panelists include: 
 
Brent M. Jones, PE, BCEE, Principal, ENVIRON  
bjones@environcorp.com  
713-857-6114 
  
Franz Hiebert, Principal Partner & Sustainability Practice Leader, ERM 
franz.hiebert@ermc.om  
512-459-4700 
  
Hunter Nolen, P.E., BCEE, Principal & Senior Vice President, CDMSmith 
nolench@cdmsmith.com  
713-858-2372 
  
Brian Flynn, P.E., BCEE, Principal MRE 
bflynn4290@aol.com 
Moderator 
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